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UNCONFIRMED

AUDLEM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 4th JANUARY 2010
Present:
Cllr Mrs K Down – Chair

Cllr R Furber 


Cllr Mrs F M Christie



Cllr B Consterdine

Cllr M Hill


Cllr P Morgan 




Cllr Mrs P Seddon 

Cllr Mrs I Stockton

Cllr G Stretch

Also Present:
Mrs C Johnson, Mrs R Kemble and Mrs S Davidson
public forum – No matters were raised.
Before opening the meeting, the Chairman wished everyone present a happy new year and commented on completion of the project to install new equipment at the playground.  A short ceremony had been performed earlier that day by the Mayor of East Cheshire Council, Councillor Margaret Simon, in the presence of members of the Council, residents and the press.  On behalf of Councillors, the Chairman congratulated committee members, particularly Cllr Morgan, and thanked them for their commitment. 
9.117
apologies – Apologies from Cllr Smith and Cllr Bradbury-Smith were accepted.
9.118
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS – None made.
9.119
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 7TH DECEMBER 2009

The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
9.120
PARish affairs 

120.1  Village policing – Cllr Consterdine reported that the Christmas tree in the village centre had been vandalised almost immediately after it had been decorated.  Cllrs Furber and Stretch reminded Councillors that the next Cluster Meeting would take place on Thursday 19th January.

120.2 Allotments –  Cllr Mrs Seddon reported on the site meeting with the District Valuer, who had made useful suggestions.  A formal report from the DV and a response from Highways (re access) were expected within the next few days.

Resolved:  that a solicitor be retained to provide advice to the Parish Council.

120.3  Children’s playground – Cllr Morgan reported on the opening ceremony and said he would be asking the contractor to return to rectify a fault identified that day.  The Clerk reported that WREN would pay their grant direct to the contractor; however, Cheshire East’s £17,000 would have to be paid into the Parish Council’s accounts.
Resolved:  (a) that new playground equipment be gifted to Cheshire East Unitary Authority;  (b) that the Clerk be authorised to make payment to Fairway Landscapes Limited as soon as faults had been rectified. 
120.4  Hydro-electric scheme – Cllr Hill reported that British Waterways’ written commitment to the scheme would be requested at a meeting to take place on 8th January.  No further action could be taken until planning approval was obtained.

120.4 First Responders/Ambulance response times - Cllr Hill reported that a constructive meeting with NWAS personnel had taken place earlier that day.  Starting from December 2009, a monthly report in the agreed format would be provided.  The situation would be reviewed in 6 months’ time.


120.6 “Quality” status


Resolved:  that the Training Statement of Intent (circulated) be adopted.
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9.121
FINancial matters

121.1  Authorisation of payments
J White – out of pocket expenses November & December





£32.24

Audit Commission – external audit 2008/09






£350.73

Fairway Landscapes Limited – VAT element of invoice for work to children’s playground

£4193.70

Audlem Public Hall – accommodation Finance Committee and Parish Plan meetings

£60.00

T Seabridge – grass/hedge cutting and fencing work





£505.00

M King – signwriting - new notice board







£40.00

Resolved:  that the above accounts be approved for payment.

121.2   Budgets & Precept 2010/2011

Resolved:  that  the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 30th November be approved and the Committee’s recommendations be adopted.
121.3  Request for donation – Crewe & Nantwich Canoe Club
Resolved:  that the request be denied.
121.4  Inspection of Assets – Cllr Furber, the Clerk and RFO agreed to carry out a review.
9.122
STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS


Resolved:  that the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations be amended as agreed and circulated.

9.123
PLAnning and development


09/3891N Conversion of outbuilding to provide accommodation for domestic staff ancillary to main building @ The Parkes, Monks Lane.


Resolved:  that no representations be made.

9.124
HIGHWAYS – A meeting with Highways officers would take place on 15th January.
9.125
AUDLEM BURIAL COMMITTEE – No report.
9.126
AUDLEM PUBLIC HALL – Tickets for the 20 week draw were still available. 
9.127
COMMONS & GREENS COMMITTEE – It was noted that the “spout” at Sparrowy Spout Lane was falling into disrepair.

Resolved:  that advice be obtained from PROW officers.
9.128
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED – No reports.
9.129
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED


Cheshire East – Notice of Code of Conduct training session on Wednesday 10th February.


Cheshire East – Notice of consultation event – Shaping our Services – Monday 18th January at Congleton Town Hall, commencing at 6.30 pm.
9.130
Items for consideration at the next meetinG – Public conveniences;  Market Drayton bus route.
9.131
Date of NEXT MEETING – MONDAY 1st february 2010
The meeting closed at 8.32 pm.





 Chairman
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